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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  
 

Nestled against the northern slope of Hancockôs Skatutakee Mountain, the Briggs 

property supports an intricate collection of ecological systems. Our inventory 

covered 132 acres over a two-year period, yet the siteôs rich natural history speaks 

volumes about biodiversity throughout the broader Monadnock Region and 

provides insight into local past land uses dating back several hundred years. The 

vast amount of data collected and synthesized, from digital resources to field-based 

observations, offer new perspectives on a familiar property.  

Throughout the study area, complex topographic features support varied habitat 

types, all of which lack significant populations of invasive plants. These 

characteristics, among others, offer strong climate resiliency by providing local 

plants and wildlife with the space and resources needed to respond to the changing 

climate as best they can. Within the broader landscape, the Briggs property falls on 

the edge of the sixth-largest block of unfragmented habitat in the Monadnock 

Region, within which far-ranging vertebrates find adequate, undisturbed habitat 

critical for their continued survival. Todayôs landscape is a far cry from the once 

deforested landscape that existed nearly two centuries ago, yet the natural reversion 

of pastureland to forests has regenerated healthy, intact ecological systems. 

Within these systems, from small vernal pools to expansive northern hardwood 

forests, the Briggs property supports more than 800 species of flora, fauna, and 

fungi ï a true wealth of biodiversity and a fitting testament to the landownerôs 

passion for nature, conservation, and environmental stewardship. As compiled, this 

ecological inventory documented baseline information for species and natural 

communities alike, announced new species discoveries for the Monadnock Region 

and New Hampshire, and offers recommendations for enhancing biodiversity at the 

Briggs property.  

Overall, this project contributes to a long-standing tradition of natural history 

exploration and conservation within the Monadnock Region. We hope this report 

inspires other landowners to conduct similar projects, thereby collectively building 

towards a comprehensive understanding of the regionôs natural resources.  
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INTRODUCTION  
At the request of Eleanor Briggs, Moosewood Ecological LLC conducted an ecological 

inventory for the Briggs property in Hancock, New Hampshire to better understand the 

propertyôs biodiversity and current ecological condition. Both of which informed a series of 

recommendations to improve habitat for the benefit of local wildlife. Field surveys, beginning in 

May 2022 and ending in July 2023, spanned all seasons and thoroughly documented species, 

habitats, natural communities, and other environmental features. This project sought primarily to 

collect data on a) wildlife populations, including invertebrates, with a particular focus on species 

of conservation need; b) rare plants and uncommon plants; c) invasive plants; and 4) natural 

communities. Our specific objectives were to: 

 

1. Establish baseline abundance estimates for amphibians, bees, butterflies, dragonflies and 

damselflies, mammals, moths, reptiles, and breeding birds. 

2. Map locations and population sizes of rare and invasive plants. 

3. Classify and delineate significant natural communities. 

 

While much of the information in this report stemmed from data collected on-site, several 

available data sources aided in our assessment of the propertyôs landscape setting and ecological 

connectivity. Prior to field surveys, we conducted a desktop analysis in ArcGIS Pro 3.0 to locate 

natural features of particular interest. Datasets used for analysis, mapping, or otherwise 

complementing out sampling design included: 

- United States Geological Survey topographic quadrangles 

- National Hydrography Dataset 

- National Wetlands Inventory Plus 

- New Hampshire Fish and Game Wildlife Action Plan 

- New Hampshire Natural Heritage Bureau rare species and natural communities 

- New Hampshire Conservation and Public Lands 

- New Hampshire GRANIT digital parcel dataset for Hillsborough County 

- New Hampshire GRANIT LiDAR-derived digital elevation model 

Additional data from community science databases, primarily eBird (www.ebird.org) and 

iNaturalist (www.inaturalist.org), assisted with fill ing in informational gaps where appropriate. 

Combined, all utilized datasets presented a well-rounded picture of the current ecological 

condition of the Briggs property. Within this report, we included scientific names at the first 

mention of each species or for clarification of taxonomic groups. Following taxonomic naming 

conventions, wildlife names were capitalized (e.g. Blackburnian Warbler) and plant names were 

written in sentence-case with proper nouns capitalized (e.g., striped maple). 
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Site description 

Covering approximately 132 acres on the northeastern slope of Skatutakee and Thumb 

mountains in southwestern New Hampshire (Figure 1), the study area consisted of two abutting 

parcels (tax map R-12 Lot 1 and map R-6 Lot 34-A) on Kings Highway in western Hancock. 

Elevation ranges from 1,300 feet above sea level along Kings Highway to 1,510 feet near Jackôs 

Pond. Development at the Briggs property includes a house, barn, several outbuildings for 

equipment and materials storage, associated lawns and gardens, and a private access road 

connecting Kings Highway to Jackôs Pond.  

Forests cover over 80% of the study area, which fully or partially contains several 

shrubby wetlands and two waterbodies, Cynthiaôs Pond and Jackôs Pond (Figures 2, 3, 4). Based 

on aerial imagery from the past 20 years, the property has remained relatively unchanged. 

However, the forests contain signs of various past land uses dating back to the late 18th century 

or first half of the 19th century. Stone walls bounding most of the study area indicate that settlers 

of European descent cleared away the forests to create grazing space for livestock. An old stone 

well and remnants of a stone foundation also hint at past development of the land, which would 

have looked drastically different than the intact forests and wetlands visible today. 

Figure 1. Locator map of the Briggs property study area (green) within Hancock. 

Skatutakee Mountain 

Thumb Mountain 
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Figure 2. Aerial imagery from early spring (2015) of the Briggs property with the study area outlined in orange. Note the relative densities and overall 

distribution of conifer and hardwood trees. 
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Figure 3. Aerial photography from autumn (2021) of the Briggs property study area. Cynthiaôs Pond displays more aquatic vegetation than in 2015, perhaps 

due to natural succession or lower water levels. 
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Figure 4. Aerial color-infrared photography from early spring (2015) of the Briggs property study area. Relative to true-color imagery depicted by Figure 2, 

this false-color composite better displays wetlands, and impervious surfaces, among other features. 
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Figure 5. US Geological Survey topographic map of the Briggs property study area. This map best displays the Harriskat Trail and Thumbs Down Trail 

referenced throughout this report. 
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Figure 6. LiDAR relief map detailing microtopographic features at the Briggs property, including small hills, rocky outcrops, trails, roads, drainages, open 

water, stone walls (partially blocked by orange boundary line), and steep and gentle slopes.
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CURRENT ECOLOGICAL CONDITION  
To gain an understanding of the ecosystems at Briggs property, we viewed the study area 

through five connected lenses. Geologic setting dictates a siteôs topography and soils, which 

influence the natural communities that grow there. In turn, types of natural communities support 

different assemblages of wildlife. Lastly, viewing a study area relative to the surrounding 

landscape offers insight helpful for evaluating habitat and wildlife connectivity. 

Geology 

According to U.S. Geological Survey data, the bedrock underlying the Briggs property 

consists of Kinsman Granodiorite, an intrusive igneous rock that contains more plagioclase 

feldspar (white to gray crystals) than orthoclase feldspar (white to pink crystals), which is more 

common in granite. Boulders of Kinsman Granodiorite at the Briggs property can be easily 

identified by their large (0.5-3+ inches) ómegacrystsô of potassium feldspar, which often appear 

as elongated, grayish crystals with rough surfaces. Embedded garnets, sometimes several 

centimeters in diameter, may be locally abundant and rusty in appearance. Biotite, a shiny black 

mineral that is brittle to the touch, occurs in places where metamorphic activity mineralogically 

adjusted garnet to a lower-temperature grade. The Kinsman Granodiorite stretches from 

Peterborough north to the Lake Sunapee region and formed an estimated 375 to 410 million 

years ago during the Acadian orogeny, which formed todayôs Appalachian Mountains. These 

mountains once stood as tall as peaks in the modern Rocky Mountains and South American 

Andes, before natural processes gradually eroded the landscape and formed smaller mountains, 

hills, and valleys.  

Glaciation and the vast ice sheet that covered New Hampshire from approximately 

60,000 to 14,000 years ago put the finishing touches on much of todayôs landscape, as drifting 

ice scoured the bedrock and deposited fragments of all sizes in unsorted beds, called till. 

According to geological surveys of the Dublin topographic quadrangle conducted in the mid-

1900s, glacial till thinly covers 

(<10 feet deep) the underlying 

bedrock at the basal slope of 

Skatutakee Mountain where the 

study area is located (Nelson and 

Nelson n.d.). Till associated with 

the flatter section of the Briggs 

property may be deeper and 

contain more sand-sized particles. 

Glacial activity also deposited 

large boulders, or glacial erratics, 

throughout the study area, some of 

the largest of which hikers can see 

along the Harriskat Trail or on the 

slope west of Cynthiaôs Pond.   
A partially-weathered Kinsman Granodiorite boulder displaying 

characteristic potassium feldspar megacrysts at the Briggs property. 

megacrysts 
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Topography and Soils 

Within this geological setting, the Briggs property covers a moderately-sloping section of 

Skatutakee Mountainôs north-northeast face (Figure 5). Cynthiaôs Pond occupies a low-lying area 

between the mountain and the McGreal Forest hill. While most of the property drains northwards 

into Hunts Pond, which feeds Hosley Brook, the east-facing slopes closer to Kings Highway 

drain into a small tributary of Davis Brook. Both brooks unite to form Ferguson Brook, which 

flows south and east to join the Contoocook River south of Power Mill Pond. At a finer map 

scale, observers can investigate the diverse topographic features of the Briggs property. Thanks 

to light ranging and detection (LiDAR) technology, high-resolution maps yield detailed views of 

a siteôs microtopography (Figure 6). Within the study area, the slope of the land ranges from 0% 

(flat) to 86% (~41 degrees) when calculated across 30 horizontal feet (Figure 7). Steep-sloped 

areas are associated with shallower and rockier soils, whereas flatter areas and depressions 

contain deeper soils with smaller-grained rock particles.  

Topographic aspect, or the compass direction that a slope faces, spans all eight cardinal 

(e.g., north, south) and intercardinal (e.g., southeast, northwest) directions at the Briggs property 

(Figure 8). South-facing aspects receive more light, which increases air temperature and reduces 

moisture, whereas north-facing aspects can exhibit a cooler temperature, higher humidity, 

longer-duration snowpack, and increased soil moisture. Combined, slope and aspect contribute to 

form of microclimates, or small areas with a different air temperature and humidity values than 

the surrounding area. Landscapes with diverse microclimates tend to exhibit more biodiversity 

and offer greater resilience to climate change than more topographically uniform areas 

(Anderson et al. 2016). 

In addition to topography, four other 

factors govern the formation of soil: parent 

material, climate, organisms, and time. The till-

based parent material sourced from Kinsman 

Granodiorite, along with many of the bedrock 

types found in New Hampshire, typically 

produce relatively acidic soils, or those with a pH 

below 7.0. Unlike easily-dissolvable bedrock 

types like limestone, the insolubility of 

granodiorites and granites withholds alkaline (pH 

> 7.0) nutrients from buffering acidic rain water, 

which has a normal pH of about 5.6 (NHDES 

2019a). Due to this general unavailability of 

alkaline-leaching parent material across much of 

New Hampshire, most native plants are well-

adapted to acidic soils. Where pockets of 

nutrient-leaching bedrock occur, nutrient-rich 

soils can form. These uncommon, enriched sites 

are often associated with many of New 

Hampshireôs threatened and endangered plants.  

In addition to natural topographic features, LiDAR 

data also reveals numerous stone walls and an L-

shaped cellar hole to the north of Jackôs Pond, which 

appears as a flat, solid shade of gray.  
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Climate influences soilôs chemical and physical properties by determining the type and 

degree of natural weathering processes. The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administrationôs 

meteorological station in Keene collects daily weather information for the Monadnock 

physiographic region, and scientists use these data to calculate climate averages and trends. For a 

thirty-year period between 1991 and 2020, Keene recorded a mean maximum summer 

temperature of 80.7°F and a mean minimum winter temperature of 13.8°F (Lemcke-Stempone et 

al. 2022). Annual precipitation averaged 46.3 inches and extreme precipitation events, or days 

with more than one inch of rainfall, averaged 10.9 days per year. Since the Briggs property 

exhibits an elevation 789 feet higher than the Keene station, the study area likely experiences 

slightly cooler temperatures than the 30-year averages reported from Keene.   

These regional climate conditions help create and maintain moist, frost-tolerant soils that 

host well-adapted soil organisms. In turn, soil-dependent plants, animals, and fungi contribute to 

the formation of soil by adding organic matter, physical mixing (e.g., burrowing), and cycling 

nutrients and moisture. As these processes take place over time, soil depth typically increases. 

Deep, healthy soils provide a number of critical ecological services: filtering and cleaning water, 

storing and regulating water flow, recycling nutrients, storing carbon dioxide, and providing 

suitable growing conditions and habitat for many plants, wildlife and fungi.  

 

This hemlock forest north of Cynthiaôs Pond grows on acidic soils that formed from granite-based glacial till. 

Eastern hemlocks grow well in low-pH soils, thereby reducing competition with trees that favor higher-pH soils. 

Several blow-downs and snags within this forest provide excellent resources for wildlife. 
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Figure 7. Gentle, moderate, and steep slopes mapped with high-resolution LiDAR data at the Briggs property. Smoothed 20-foot contours display 

topography at a coarser resolution. 
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Figure 8. Aspect map of microtopography at the Briggs property, displaying the compass direction faced by each slope. Gray areas indicate flat surfaces.
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When it comes to mapping soil types, the U.S. Department of Agricultureôs Natural 

Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) maintains the premier soil survey data for the nation. 

The NRCSôs process for delineating soil types combines field surveys with digital assessments 

of slope, landform, and climate data to map soil types at a scale of 1:20,000. Figure 9 displays 

soil types at a scale of 1:5,600; therefore, one must apply caution when interpreting soils from 

maps zoomed in beyond the intended scale. The displayed boundaries between soil types more 

likely represent variable-width transition zones where the physical and chemical properties of 

soil shift in response to environmental factors. 

The soils at the Briggs property consist of Lyman-Tunbridge-Rock outcrop complex 

(12.8 acres), Marlow fine sandy loam (3.6 acres), Monadnock fine sandy loam (111.4 acres), and 

Peacham mucky peat (0.7 acres). Soil data excludes areas covered by waterbodies except for the 

beaver-created Cynthiaôs Pond, which may not have existed when NRCS mapped the soils of 

western Hillsborough County. Peacham mucky peat soils are very poorly drained, and this area 

correlates with the shrub wetland along the northern property boundary near Hunts Pond. The 

other soil types at the Briggs property exhibit qualities of well-drained soils, including moderate 

or steep slopes, shallow soil depths, or stony textures (Table 1). Well-drained soils retain an 

average moisture content, and following rain events these soils neither dry rapidly nor absorb so 

much water as to imitate a wetland. Well-drained soils also provide water to plants throughout 

most of the growing season in humid climates like New England. Resulting from the very stony, 

extremely bouldery, or rock outcrop features of these soils, the site presents little suitability for 

farmland. However, despite the rocks, there may be local historical precedent of farming on very 

stony Monadnock fine sandy loam with slopes less than 15 percent. 

Table 1. Types and characteristics of soils at the Briggs property. 

Soil Type Acres Drainage Class Farmland Class Forest Soil Group 

Lyman-Tunbridge-Rock outcrop 

complex, 15 to 35 percent slopes 
11.0 Well drained Not prime farmland IIA  

Lyman-Tunbridge-Rock outcrop 

complex, 3 to 15 percent slopes 
1.8 Well drained Not prime farmland IIA  

Marlow fine sandy loam, 15 to 35 

percent slopes, very stony 
3.6 Well drained Not prime farmland IB 

Monadnock fine sandy loam, 0 to 15 

percent slopes, extremely bouldery 
70.9 Well drained Not prime farmland IIA  

Monadnock fine sandy loam, 15 to 

35 percent slopes, extremely 

bouldery 

33.9 Well drained Not prime farmland IIA  

Monadnock fine sandy loam, 15 to 

35 percent slopes, very stony 
6.0 Well drained Not prime farmland IB 

Monadnock fine sandy loam, 8 to 15 

percent slopes, very stony 
0.6 Well drained 

Farmland of local 

importance 
IB 

Peacham mucky peat, 0 to 8 percent 

slopes, very stony 
0.7 

Very poorly 

drained 
Not prime farmland Not Rated 

Water*  3.2 - - Not Rated 

* Does not include Cynthiaôs Pond, which may not have existed when NRCS mapped soil types for the area. 
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To inform forestry-related decisions regarding land management, the NRCS soil data also 

categorizes soils into forest soil groups based on expected productivity and patterns of plant 

succession. Of the six forest soil groups that occur in New Hampshire, three exist at the Briggs 

property: Group IB, Group IIA, and Not Rated. Group IB soils, often well-drained and sandy-

loamy, produce slightly less fertile growing conditions than group 1A soils, yet soil moisture 

remains adequate. Hardwood species grow well in Groub IB soils, and some climax forests may 

contain an abundance of American beech (Fagus grandifolia). Paper birch (Betula papyrifera), 

northern red oak (Quercus rubra), and other hardwoods that require few nutrients and moisture 

also thrive in Group IB soils. Conifers may appear scarce or moderately abundant.  

Group IIA soils exhibit features that limit forestry and other land management goals. 

These limiting features include steep slopes, bedrock outcrops, high soil erodibility, surface 

boulders, and extreme stoniness. Tree planting, stand thinning, and timber harvesting are not 

impossible, but may incur high costs or take longer. Group IIA contains both Group IB soils and 

the more productive Group IA soils, and the soil features that limit management activities do not 

affect soil fertility. Relative to the Briggs property, Not Rated soils include open water and 

Peacham mucky peat, where soils saturation levels restrict mechanized forestry operations. 

Parallel to this report, we generated a separate document that includes more detailed 

information about each soil type, courtesy of the NRCSôs online soil survey portal. This custom 

soil report describes or quantifies each soil typeôs distribution, composition, physical properties, 

chemical properties, erosion risk, and suitability for various land management types, including 

forestry (Figure 9) and recreation. 

 
Figure 9. Partial table of soil suitability for a hypothetical timber harvest at the Briggs property. 
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Figure 10. Soils color-coded by drainage class and delineated by soil type. Only soils that intersect the Briggs property received labels.
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Natural Communities and Plants 

Natural communities are assemblages of plants, their physical environments, and 

ecological processes that affect them. Essentially, natural communities form ecological units that 

are repeated in the landscape, thereby providing a useful framework when describing vegetated 

areas. Natural communities include both uplands and wetlands, such as forests, woodlands, 

shorelines, vernal pools, forested swamps, peatlands, floodplains, and places with scarce 

vegetation like deep aquatic systems, rocky alpine zines, and sand dunes. Each natural 

community is distinguished by its species composition, physical structure, and overall condition.  

These communities provide scientists and resource managers with an ecological 

understanding of the land and its inhabitants to make intelligent, informed decisions regarding 

land use. Therefore, natural community classifications provide conservationists with a powerful 

tool to guide strategic planning. Equally important, such classifications provide a basis for 

developing inventory and monitoring programs, as well as a method to document and track rare 

species and exemplary natural communities. The natural community types described within the 

study area use Sperduto and Nicholsô (2011) classification system of New Hampshireôs natural 

communities. A rarity rank, assigned at the state level by the New Hampshire Natural Heritage 

Bureau (NHNHB), follows each natural community name in the description. A rank of óS5ô 

indicates a common and secure community, whereas an S1 rank indicates a critically imperiled 

community at high risk of loss. 

Natural communities and other ecological features at the Briggs property contribute to the 

study areaôs wildlife biodiversity by providing different combinations of plant composition and 

structure. These include multiple types of uplands and 

wetlands, open and closed canopies, and both shrubby 

thickets and tall forests. The range of canopy height and 

openness became especially apparent after manipulating 

LiDAR data, which revealed the presence of several 

individual eastern white pine trees (Pinus strobus) taller than 

120 feet (Figure 10). The tallest clusters of pines, all 

averaging above 110 feet in height, occur just north of 

Cynthiaôs Pond and Jackôs Pond, as well as where the 

northern property boundary approaches Huntôs Pond. 

Excluding the open meadows and lawn, areas with a low 

canopy height include the margins of Cynthiaôs Pond and 

within several wetland areas. Upon close inspection of the 

LiDAR map, one may spot the narrow, intermittent canopy 

caps associated with the access road between Cynthiaôs Pond 

and Jackôs Pond. This thin forest opening allows additional 

sunlight to reach the forest floor relative to closed-canopy 

areas. The added sunlight along this road has enabled 

increased herbaceous growth in some sections, and insects 

attracted to these plants or direct sunlight provide patrolling 

dragonflies and flycatchers with food. 

The base of a large eastern white pine 

situated just north of Jackôs Pond. 

These trees represent some of the tallest 

at the Briggs property., reaching over 

120 feet in height. 
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Figure 11. Textured canopy height model of the Briggs property derived from LiDAR data.
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All forests at the Briggs property fall within the Laurentian mixed forest zone, within 

which forested communities fall into two systems, northern hardwood forests and hemlock ï 

hardwood ï pine forests. Northern hardwood forests are characterized by yellow birch (Betula 

alleghaniensis), sugar maple (Acer saccharum), and American beech, whereas hemlock ï 

hardwood ï pine forests contain varying proportions of eastern hemlock (Tsuga canadensis), 

eastern white pine, and northern red oak. At least two types of northern hardwood forest 

communities occur at the Briggs property.  

The first, a sugar maple ï beech ï yellow birch forest (S5) covers the sloping base of 

Skatutakee Mountain between Jackôs Pond and Cynthiaôs Pond (Figure 11). The forest 

community occupies much of the lower-elevation regions of New Hampshireôs White Mountains 

and becomes less common to the south. As the name suggests, the forest canopy supports 

abundant sugar maple, American beech, and yellow birch, with lesser amounts of paper birch, 

striped maple (Acer pensylvanicum), and white ash (Fraxinus americana) occasionally 

presenting themselves in the overstory. Within the understory, American fly-honeysuckle 

(Lonicera canadensis) occurs frequently in this community, and we observed several individuals 

on the Briggs property.  

Yellow birch, a major component of northern hardwood forests, can be identified by its bark characteristics, which 

change over time. The specimens from the Briggs property pictured above represent different ages, from a young 

sapling (10-20 years) on the left to an old canopy tree (150+ years) on the right. 

A recently leafed-out American fly-honeysuckle 

near the Harriskat Trail in early May. 

Round-leaved violet in bloom, displaying its yellow 

flowers and namesake round, gently-toothed leaves. 
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Herbaceous plants within sugar maple ï beech ï yellow birch forests include northern 

starflower (Lysimachia borealis), Canada mayflower (Maianthemum canadense), whorled wood 

aster (Oclemena acuminata), sessile bellwort (Uvularia sessilifolia), New York fern 

(Amauropelta noveboracensis), bluebead lily (Clintonia borealis), round-leaved violet (Viola 

rotundifolia), and red trillium (Trillium erectum). Along the Thumbs Down Trail, among other 

places, this sugar maple ï beech ï yellow birch community may transition more towards a semi-

rich oak ï sugar maple forest (S2S3), which contains a stronger American hophornbeam (Ostrya 

virginiana) component and more Christmas ferns (Polystichum acrostichoides) and round-leaved 

violets. 

A small pocket of northern hardwood ï spruce ï fir forest (S4) represents the second 

community type of northern hardwood forests. Located on steep talus slope just south of Jackôs 

Pond (Figure 11), this community contains abundant yellow birch, red spruce (Picea rubens), 

and balsam fir (Abies balsamea) within the overstory, and hobblebush (Viburnum lantanoides) in 

the understory. Exposed boulders are thickly covered with such bryophytes and herbs as rock 

polypody (Polypodium virginianum), mountain wood sorrel (Oxalis montana), and greater 

whipwort (Bazzania trilobata). 

The remaining forests at the Briggs property depict community types associated with the 

hemlock ï hardwood ï pine forest system or represent transitional forests displaying 

characteristics of both northern hardwood forests and hemlock ï hardwood ï pine forests. At 

least three community types of the latter occur within the study area, with hemlock ï beech ï oak 

ï pine forest (S5) covering most of the lower-elevation areas and two south- or west-facing 

sections of somewhat level terrain near Jackôs Pond (Figure 11). As depicted by its name, eastern 

hemlock, American beech, northern red oak, and eastern white pine dominate the canopy of this 

community type. The understory contains woody shrubs including common witch-hazel 

(Hamamelis virginiana) and mapleleaf viburnum (Viburnum acerifolium), whereas 

partridgeberry (Mitchella repens), eastern teaberry (Gaultheria procumbens), and numerous 

clubmosses (Lycopodia spp.) grow at the ground level. Within this community and similar types, 

observers may spot several orchid species, listed in order of abundance within the study area: 

pink ladyôs slipper (Cypripedium acaule), downy rattlesnake plantain (Goodyera pubescens), and 

checkered rattlesnake plantain (Goodyera tesselata).  

Pink ladyôs slipper, downy rattlesnake plantain, and checkered rattlesnake plantain, three native orchids found in 

the Briggs propertyôs hemlock ï hardwood ï pine forests. 


















































































































































































